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Johnny Appleseed

This story is about Johnny Appleseed.
Itis anold story. But it is true.
John Chapman was born on 26 September in
Leominster, Massachusetts, USA.

He was later nicknamed Johnny Appleseed.
He was given this name because
wherever he went he planted appleseeds.
John Chapman was a brave and kind man.
He liked being outdoors.

He walked in the forest for hours.

He loved being near wild flowers.
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One day after a long nature ramble
he rested under a tree.
The hot sun warmed his feet
and the green grass tickled his toes.
He took out an apple from his bag.
After eating the apple he gaped
at the brown apple seeds lying on his palm.
He thought that if could collect
enough of those seeds and plant them
all over then the whole country would become
green with apple trees.
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John Chapman lived
in the eastern part of America.
Many people had already settled there.
But many pioneers were still
migrating towards the west.
In the west there were
neither houses nor villages.
There were no proper roads
- only dirt tracks
used by the native Indians.
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The pioneers used to
travel with their belongings
in closed horse-carriages.
They trudged through dense forests.
The journey was long and dangerous.
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These people wanted to begin a new life
in a different part of their country.
John Chapman also travelled with the pioneers.
But he did not go in a horse-carriage.
He travelled on foot.
He did not carry any weapon with him.

In those days people had to carry weapons to
protect themselves from wild animals and enemies.
But John Chapman only carried a bag on his back.

His bag was full of apple seeds.
Instead of a hat he wore a frying pan
with a handle on his head.

Johnny planted apple seeds wherever he went.
He gave little bags of apple seeds to everyone he met.
Slowly, everyone started calling him Johnny Appleseed.
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During his journey Johnny would often spend
a few weeks helping the pioneers.
First everyone would clear the land.
Then they would make log houses. In the end
they would plant hundreds of apple trees.
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and his own interesting experiences.
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Johnny Appleseed
always travelled alone on foot.
He slept on the forest floor
or near a stream under the open sky.
On his way he met wolves,
jackals, deer and different birds.
He had a way of making friends
with the animals.
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One day Johnny was eating
his afternoon lunch in the forest.
Suddenly there was a loud roar
and three bear cubs
ran out from the thicket.
After a while the mother bear also came out.
When she saw her cubs
happily playing with Johnny Appleseed
she was assured that
Johnny meant no harm.
Only then did she go away.
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During his travels Johnny
met a lot of native Indians.
Johnny treated them with respect.
Johnny gave them seeds to plant
and herbs to use as medicines.
The local natives hated the white men.
The white men had snatched the land
from the natives.
But the native Indians
always considered
Johnny as their true friend.
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Johnny did not like
people fighting
amongst themselves.
He tried to establish peace
between the new settlers
and the native Indians.
He believed that all human beings
should live together like brothers.

/1

'//' /
//‘/

&AL

21 »



S & USamT 3TEE a9 3.
aed 94 3ol o foer o 3/,
Fet ArAThe e faa g9,

T T IR T HRUTT FREIHE ST,
AT Il TXE foa ST,
SARD HIbd Al STt fordl TI3gA 39 ANTel.
3Teft fopciadt @ fer et
ST STTerdiest e AT B,

T el A e qateA i e e,
& Tl & Wered e Aidt gere,
qHEeH aTedd e fogd.

o U S TG HIged ST

Johnny continued travelling on foot.
And wherever he went he planted apple seeds.
When the seeds finished
he went to the factories
producing cider - a kind of apple drink.
He collected bags full of apple seeds
from the factories.

Slowly many people
started collecting apple seeds for Johnny.
Many years passed.

Johnny travelled far and wide.
Sometimes when he visited his friends
he saw big trees laden with apples.
These were the trees he had helped plant.
This made him very happy.
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There was a severe winter one year.
Even during spring
the ground was covered with snow.
Not a single new leaf
sprouted from the tree branches.
This made Johnny very sad.
He was not able to eat or sleep.
He was afraid
that the apple trees might die.
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Then one day when
Johnny was walking through
an apple orchard
he fell down on the ground.
He was very ill. f &
After a few hours i B f/f///g}m%//f/}/
a native Indian woman and her son )
passed through that way. ' m“r”v" HNI
They saw Johnny lying in the snow. ,
The boy ran to help Johnny. —
Johnny was taken
to a near by native settlement.
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Johnny ran high fever
for a few days.
The native Indians
gave him medicines
and took good care of his health.
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After a few days
Johnny Appleseed opened his eyes.
He smiled at his native Indian friends.
He knew that they had saved his life.
Then he felt the warmth of the sun.
The snow had started to melt.
At last, spring had arrived.
Johnny's health had improved.
He never forgot his old friends.
He visited them again and again.
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Johnny Appleseed was a sensitive pioneer.
He lived until he was very old.
And wherever he went
he planted apple seeds.
Many of the trees he planted
can still be seen today.

The bark of these old trees have deep furrows
but they still bear a lot of apples every year.
Johnny Appleseed
helped the early pioneers
to plant lots and lots of apple trees.

He helped to green the American countryside.
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225 years back John Chapman planted
thousands of apple trees all over the American
countryside. Lovingly, people started calling him

Uncle Johnny Appleseed. Johnny Appleseed became
an American legend. His love for planting trees has
\ inspired nature lovers all over the world. /
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