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THE FIVE CHINESE BROTHERS
Claire Huchet Bishop & Kurt Wiese







@y quigdtet MY, A0 Ue WS @M e, Once upon a time

. e B there were
reAld T @ . Five Chinese Brothers and
@ U @ wauT fewEen Nt WRE g, they looked exactly alike.




q esToT NfUT it oME I KRS ST Bie ulid e gid.

They lived with their mother in a small house not far from the sea.




The First Chinese Brother could swallow
the sea. The Second Chinese Brother had
an iron neck. The Third Chinese Brother
could stretch and stretch and stretch his
legs. The Fourth Chinese Brother could
not be burned. And, The Fifth Chinese
Brother could hold his breath indefinitely.




TS HhTB! Taen feget ol W
A UHSIE AHEEY Sq 374, gal
HYE aell, aESt arATE e,
T at qEHt gax T Eu gfife A
UhgA IMUTA 3TH 3T TME=AT AR
Hiean fehudten faea 3@, s faavit
A IS ARIGA U aq g,
AT TTET UahT SISl o faeet @l
‘TR TeT qUSETERIE UTE USRS

9T STt &1 2"’

Every morning the First Chinese Brother would

go fishing, and whatever the weather, he would

come back to the village with beautiful and rare
fish which he had caught and could sell at the

e Si Es market for a very good price.

; One day, as he was leaving the market place, a
little boy stopped him and asked him if he could
1 go fishing with him.
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yfgean faft Wi oite 3w foet, ‘9 | € @iEl v At ' uur & S Yol B gg dhell
3nfur = ot WreaTe ®R AR @RTAT, ©1F 9 Mol AreAEdie 7 YhSEe Adre 7
Hel AT df T BiSAT YeATeTl U, *‘TehT T W Toul H84- A6 ThSTel.
g A1g W@ ol Uhrd @Rter.’’ BieT orm wguter, ‘8 | & e,
O fEayit Ahtet ufeet fodt WIS STfUT Biel Yo gusiharaEa] e, fag s
ufget fort WIS Sie Yerten WUMTel, ‘@& MR 1 2 M | "R o THUIR AMed 1 ?
Ht go GuT hedadeR g U 3, Cg g Tt | 3 WUR Sieal Yo WH Stetraet,

"No, it could not be done," said the First Chinese Brother.
But the little boy begged and begged and finally
the First Chinese Brother
consented. "Under one condition," said he,
"and that is that you shall obey me promptly."
"Yes, yes," the little boy promised.
Early next morning, the First Chinese Brother and the little boy
went down to the beach.
"Remember," said the First Chinese Brother, "you must obey me promptly.
When 1 make a sign for you to come back, you must come at once."
"Yes, yes," the little boy promised.
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Then the First Chinese Brother swallowed the sea.




UTuft YA TR WSl W8 AT SUSTeal qerel Heedn ared
ASHA THC ATV TSHSTAAT TANTA AMUT AT @I W fEarEret
SNTEN, AT WAl el TSt &g al Gorm WM GoT Fe
J(UT THSfahe ST ANTEAT MU B B 9@, Toiuet
U7 X BH BH MET G ATFAT ARTEAT,

And all the fish were left high and dry at the bottom of the sea.
And all the treasures of the sea lay uncovered.
The little boy was delighted.
He ran here and there stuffing his pockets with strange
pebbles, extraordinary shells and fantastic algae.




g% 3ac gid; JUT 3TaT | d B Fhal.

WU A Bie qeATell gaie ud
GUT Fell, Biedl TN d uifed ait Gl
Al HTEt AT qTeY 3MeT A&,

Near the shore the First Chinese Brother
gathered some fish while he kept holding
the sea in his mouth. Presently he grew
tired. It is very hard to hold the sea. So
he made a sign with his hand for the little
boy to come back. The little boy saw him

" m but paid no attention.







RUH W fort Wi SR g1q-rd §oiga &
BT eIl T ALTATET ST el ThRAr=mer
TGSl Y™ Hell; TUT A el s
e feet et ST At UK AT TSI TARTET,
AT A forft wramet yradt duett IfuT digta
A el S JelTel STeY sierauaren T
FHl; UUT GA Mol AT qraael 3T
MUTEHA ST USTIel eTRTe,

The First Chinese Brother made great
movements with his arms and that meant
"Come back!" But did the little boy care?
Not a bit and he ran further away.
Then the First Chinese Brother felt the
sea swelling inside him and he made
desperate gestures to call the little boy
> Qack. But the little boy made faces at him

\\ N
S and fled as fast as he could.
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ufgen forft ara WUE digE g dauaTen §u
TI SHell; UuT faet e die g g@ WIed i
UUETE WS U 3@ STeY Uge MU At
BT YU UTd UTUATHT SHISIHTS W& el
JMUT A FEWT =T UTIATT g e,

The First Chinese Brother held
the sea until he thought he
was going to burst. (

All of a sudden the sea
forced its way out of his /\/ \/\\
mouth, went back it its /\/\ -7

bed
.andthelittleboy Ao A= N R A P SN
disappeared. ’" A
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SiegT Ufgett ToHt WIS Siedt JaTell 7 9aT Udherd ard udd ATe,
w1 feayft @ ufgean ot wraren frean o g,
g TR rEehtyTAT faeedt et H, C‘HUT HEA HAT AT YA Naw A
foen fIw Aua=lt geamEt @,
e ATAENYT WU, *‘9ft Piaet =81 WU 81 Uoieh AUTet HIUTHTN gaah e,
AT A=t fol WTUTHTAT S Yiaes Weuamst uiari faet,
YUt URa HesTeamer ufger fodt w1e ot ster
JATMUT U AT W T GO WIS qoIa T,

When the First Chinese Brother returned to the village, alone, he was arrested,
put in prison and condemned to have his head cut off.
On the morning of the execution he said to the judge:
"Your Honour, will you allow me to go and bid my mother good-bye?"
"It is only fair," said the judge.
So the First Chinese Brother went home ....
and the Second Chinese Brother came back in his place.
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All the people were
assembled on the village
square to witness the
execution,

The executioner took
his sword
and struck a mighty blow.
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But the Second Chinese Brother got up and smiled.
He was the one with the iron neck
and they simply could not cut his head off.
Everybody was angry and they decided
that he should be drowned.
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e ga=n Toaeht ga=n fort e =meetenn famdt et @t
*‘ ITIUT AT HTSAT ATFeN Yigew Wed foen i duareit
HUAT YA e,
a9 U, 'S | dt e gad IR’
At faeware gawr foet 9t gisen
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TR WIS TeamEen teen ai@ e
HRIVTTEAT HIEST YiehT 3TTell A&l

On the morning of the execution,
the Second Chinese Brother said to the judge:
"Your honour, will you allow me to go
and bid my mother good-bye?"
"It is only fair,” said the judge.
So the Second Chinese Brother went home....
and the Third Chinese Brother came back in his place.
He was pushed on a boat which made for the open sea.
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Taa=a ATaTeT Ut et augA
HHETEAT Teue 3.

When they were far out on the ocean,

gy . o oA
= N\ S
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the Third Chinese
Brother was thrown
overboard.




e EaT g1 @Te U WAl GiTell .

But he began to stretch and stretch and stretch his legs,
way down to the bottom of the sea.
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And all the time his smiling face was bobbing up and down on the crest of the waves.
He simply could not be drowned.
Everybody was very angry, and they all decided that he should be burned.
On the morning of the execution, the Third Chinese Brother said to the judge:
"Your Honour, will you allow me to go and bid my mother good-bye?"
"It is only fair," said the judge.
So the Third Chinese Brother went home ....
and the Fourth Chinese Brother came back in his place.
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ST HIATET Uehl HISAT TIhE! WIATeTl sierel STUT &1 WiaTel 3TRT #rg feet,
st quT § TS WIT Ma STl gidl.
e ABTd &1 @A Ue 9aqell MU WBIhgT HiSal Higal SaTeT STl ArTedl,
@redet dter ot W =uTer, ‘39 a¥ Jell @u WS A IR,
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‘' JTTAT A WA IS W FHeAERE areaq !
e ol W1 WUITen, @R WU 91 e WTaTen STt AUl e Tegd.
AT e T TA N[ Terget U1 it et
He was tied up to a stake.
Fire was set to it and all the people stood around watching it.
In the midst of all the flames they heard him say: "This is quite pleasant."
"Bring some more wood!" the people cried.
The fire roared higher.
"Now it is quite comfortable," said the Fourth Chinese Brother,
for he was the one who could not be burned.

Everybody was getting more and more angry every minute
and they all decided to smother him.
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They were not going to be tricked again!
So they stayed there all night and even a
little after dawn, just to make sure.
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AT FegT A WEHE TR IUSH gl wien farft Wis: 818 wiiesd ameY 3Tel
3nfuT TguTTen, ‘' TEt HE B B AnTet gt !
TR G IHCCAT WEIGA Gl ot WIS S1eT ATeT AT HivTema e q@a Tega
3T TITBUT NP TeATHhS T9d i,

TEeaTd ATATEyT uut fag digharet fUT Womet, ‘geT ARuETE e AEihE Y™ Fhel;
UUT ATETAT § HE e ST A8l AR q futre srsfter onfur q Tt et T9viier.”’
‘AT ST, STHEl Y Yihel !’ ATl W Wik UUT SRS,

Tt Tt waren wigd foe onfur |t e g uva Ive.

Then they opened the door and pulled him out.
And he shook himself and said, "My! That was a good sleep!"
Everybody stared open-mouthed and round eyed.
But the judge stepped forward and said,
"We have tried to get rid of you in every possible way
and somehow it cannot be done.
It must be that you are innocent."
"Yes, yes," shouted all the people.
So they let him go and he went home.
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And the Five Chinese Brothers
and their mother
all lived together
happily for many years.
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(" U= Tt WIS g, A feumaen et tRErE g, )
T WTETeT faaTeRTIuT wTvitet fore gid.
TS THT WIS TSN AR A1), HIVTATE! reit visht A AT,
T HIETeT Udh 0T 76!, AR To® d! Ushdh WIS aredt
JATIUT P1aet TRSTUT ATAUT et AT

ﬁ@&g : There were Five Chinese Brothers.
\.) \\\“\) \ They looked exactly the same.

‘ﬁ > “\“ One brother was wrongly sentenced to death.
-

. A
\ “l On every execution, one brother substituted for the other.
M=

No one suspected them. Every brother had a special quality.
In the end the brothers are saved.
They spend the rest of their life happily with their mother.

An evergreen story.
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